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Blinky, the Friendly Hen

in 1978 when | was twenty-three years old, | haa a job restonng
antique panny arcade machines. For tha first time in my Me |
had moneay in my bank account—five thousand dollars 1o bae
exact. | deciced to spend the entire amount on an &t plece, 50 |
saif-publshed the stary of Binky; the Friendly Hern, Blinky was a
piece of meat (chicken) that | purchased at & local supenmarket.
{Biinky was so-named dug 10 the chicken's pecuiiar cockoyed
gaza.) | took Binky 1o tha Los Angeles Pet Memanal Park 10 see
if they would bury a piece of meat—if | had the cash, They did.
What followved was the entine burial nius for o dead pot,

The Binky plece was originally Ikn a prank——#ist 10 see what |
could get away with. | thought # had no meaning ot all, But | soon
reaiized that Binky was a stand-n for us. In that wey, | coukd go
through all of society's death fus without having 10 produce 8
‘real” dead body, At the time of the Blirky piece | was a vegetanan,
0 the peace had an undedying vegan statement, as well

Over time | came to believe that Blinky was an archetype of
sacrifice. | saw senous comelations between Blinky's sacrifice,
suffering. death, burial, exhumation and cullification and tha story
of Chyist's Passion. |1 was as il this story {without any spacific
symbceis) ts written on the human haart. Cultorally we inject
familiar signs into the story to give it meaning—the Maaning of
Lita, Take the Friendly Hen, for exampie. Binky was boen from
an eqq, the Easter symbol of birth and ie, The chicken and the
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cock are symbols of virlity and sexuality; they aiso signify sac-
rifice and redemption; And ultimately the rooster is tha emblem
of resurmection—tha cock crowing three times at the Davn of
Salvation. In the Bibie, Chist comparad Himsedl to a hen saying,
*How often | wantad to gather your children together the way
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings!” (Luke 13:34)

Like no ather work, the Bénky piece has caught the pubics
imagination, Binky is Isted in several California travel guides
and there are manifold referances 1o the Friendly Hen on the
Intemat, Tha Blinky sapa has become akin 10 an urban legend,
with &ven the pat cemetery workars embaliishing tha story of the
funeral senvice 1o include "hoodad chanting moumers holding
candies.” On Binky's grave, | often find strange votive offerings
left by cemetery visitors. | was invited to be a guest on Late
Night with David Latterman to tall the Binky story. A referenca
to Binky appeared on the TV show Married with Chsdren in the
epsode “Yard Sale” in the form of Winky, the Dead Bird. On The
Simpsons, Binky's headsione can be seen at the Springfield Pol
Cemetery. Binky is now like a cult thing. | have 10 be very carell
in exhibiting Blinky relcs, a3 they are the pieces most fraqueantly
stolan from museums (for who knows what diabolical purpose)
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